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How Preferred IT Group
Saved Christmas

THE SNOW
FILLED THE
MAGICAL

NIGHT...

“Twas the night before Christmas and all were asleep, except for the elves in Santa’s
workshop who are Preferred Care Elite. The elves were busy stuffing the sleigh, when
Santa shouted out a loud, “Mayday!” Out in the toy shop there arose such a clatter! The
elves sprang into action to see what was the matter.

“‘My server is down” he said with a frown, “I must call Preferred IT Group to get my list
found.” The tech on call was well on his way, fixing Santa’s server so he could take off
in his sleigh. “Santa, no need to fear your naughty and nice list is in the cloud from this
year.” Santa thanked the tech greatly and was filled with cheer, “the kids will be excited
for all their presents this year!”

Santa jumped in his sleigh with his reindeer in rows ready to follow that big red nose.
Now! Dasher, now! Dancer, now! Prancer, and Vixen. On Comet, on! Cupid, On! Donder
and Blitzen! Now dash away, dash away! Dash away all!

The snow filled the magical night as Santa shouted out, “Merry Christmas to all and to
all a good night!”

This is the story of how Preferred IT Group saved Christmas, give us a call if we can be
of assistance! 260.440.7377.

Happy Holidays from the staff of Preferred IT Group!

& /



December 2022

How Has
Technolo?

Changed Ho i%lay
Traditions?

Our beloved annual holidays have been celebrated for
centuries. In fact, they date so far back that you’d be hard
pressed to find the actual origins for most of them.

And while the celebrations have evolved over the ages,
we’ve seen a more drastic spike in changes thanks to
advancements in recent technology. But how exactly has
technology changed our holiday traditions?

Family Time

One of the biggest ways technology has shaped our more
recent holiday celebrations is by making sure everyone is
present and accounted for (at least virtually). Every family
always has that one member who just can’t make it home,
be it because they’re working over the holidays or maybe
they’re at their significant other’s family’s celebration, out of
town, etc. But thanks to FaceTime and other video call apps
— as well as social media apps like Facebook, Snapchat and
Instagram — the whole family can now be together — even if
they’re thousands of miles apart. And not just as a voice over
a phone, but in full face-to-face form. Heck, they might feel
so close that you could even set the table for them ... just
don’t make them a plate and expect them to actually eat any
of the food. That technology hasn’t been invented yet.

Decorating

Remember how Christmas lights used to be something that
were only strung and hung? Well, technology struck once
again to offer us more convenient options than scaling a
wobbly ladder in the cold of winter to hang lights around our
gutters. Yard projectors have given people the opportunity
to simply plug and play, creating a dynamic display that you
can easily adjust and change based on your preferences.
While they’re not as traditional as the classic string of bulb
lights, they are definitely picking up the pace in popularity.

And speaking of decorations, how can we overlook the
addition of the fake Christmas tree? Nothing can surpass the
majestic quality of having a true spruce adorning the walls
of your home during the holiday season — that natural smell,
the authentic look — but all that aside, you've got to admit
that fake trees make for a much easier clean up.

Fewer Holiday Cards

One of the joys of the holidays is receiving cards from distant
friends and family. It's the perfect time of year to have an
excuse to dress up your animals (and yourself) in ridiculous
Christmas sweaters and other spirit themed clothes to send
happy holiday greetings. But technology has spurred a more
digital movement by sending e-cards versus paper cards.
And while traditional paper cards are still the overwhelming
favorite, the good news for e-cards is that they cost far less
and they’re more environmentally friendly. So, that’s
something to get all warm and fuzzy about.

Gifting

Not too long ago, hordes of people would flee their homes in
a last-minute attempt to find the perfect barrage of

holiday gifts. Malls would be flooded by the masses and
parking lots were like war zones. Now, buying gifts for loved
ones couldn’t be easier thanks to Amazon and other online
ordering options. And if you’re in search of a really good
deal, look no further than Amazon’s cyber Monday sales.
The possibilities are nearly endless and better yet, you don’t
have to wrap or deliver the gift yourself. Just input the
desired address and ta-da. Merry Christmas right on your
front porch!

And for all you procrastinators ... thank goodness for 2-day
shipping!

Holiday Remembrance

The holidays are the perfect time to reflect back on past
years and their most memorable moments. For decades,
that involved flipping through photo albums or plugging in a
camcorder to the TV to watch ghosts of family Christmases
past. Now, thanks to digitizing services like KODAK
Digitizing Box, you can easily send and share past holiday
photo, video and audio cheer via thumb drives, DVDs — even
digital downloads.

There’s nothing quite like flashing back in time to witness a
vintage ugly Christmas sweater in all its primetime glory.

Source:https://kodakdigitizing.com/blogs/news/how-has-technology-changed-holiday-traditions
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Holly is Back!

Our elf Holly has made it back to our
office for this holiday season and she
wasted no time getting into
some mischief!
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By Jason Horne

Stay one step ahead of cyber
criminals to protect your
business, your customers, and
your money!

In Jason’s first published book,
he talks about why cybercrime
today cannot be ignored and
why your network and data are
cyber criminals’ #1 target!

Learn all the ways to protect
yourself and your data. Contact
us today for your copy of
Inside The Hacker Mind.




December 2022

10 CYBERSECURITY TIPS

FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Do not use public Wi-Fi for any shopping activity
Make sure the site is secure

Know what the product should cost

Give your debit card a holiday break

Stay updated

Outsmart the scammers

Make sure your passwords are complex
Understand your shopping applications
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Never save your information
10. Keep an eye on your credit

Source: Center for Internet Security
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CONTACT US

; Fort Wayne Warsaw
traffic to retailer ‘ 260.440.7377 574.306.4288

websites during the
holiday shopping
season 1s from
smartphones!

Columbia City Indianapolis

260.213.4266 317.426.8180
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6333 Constitution Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Subscribe to our blog and follow us on social media.




